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Very Rev. Thomas Cooke Middleton, 0. S. A., D. D., one of the oldest,

priests and best known members of the Order of Saint Augustine in this coun-

try, died Monday, November 17, 1923, after a short illness, at Villanova, where

he had been stationed for the last fifty-eight years. For many years previous

to his death he occupied the office of librarian and archivist. Father Middle-

ton was born March 30, 1842, at Chestnut Hill, Penna. His parents were mem-
bers of the Society of Friends and of old Pennsylvania stock. When twelve

years old, together with his parents and five sisters, he was received into the

Catholic church. He received his early education in private schools and at

Villanova College, which he entered in 1854. Four years later he went to

Italy and at Tolentine received the habit of the Order as a Novice. He com-

pleted his studies in Rome and was ordained a priest there on September 24,

1864; returning the following year to the United States he was located at

Villanova, where he remained until his death, occupying at various times the

most responsible offices in the community. In 1874 he was made Prior of the

Monastery. In 1876 he was appointed president of Villanova College, suc-

ceeding Father Galberry, who had been appointed Bishop of Hartford. In

1881 he was named Regent of Studies, an office he continued to hold for many
years. For thirty-six years he served as Associate Provincial and Secretary

of the Province.

He was the first president of the American Catholic Historical Society,

acting in that capacity from 1884 to 1890. He likewise served for a number
of years as a member and as chairman of the Committee on Historical Re-

search. He was the author of several books, as well as of numerous pamphlets

on historical questions. He was a frequent contributor to Catholic magazines

and was a recognized authority on American war. His life as a priest and

religious wa'k characterized by a great simplicity and regularity. As a writer

and scholar he was well known for his patient research, devotion to detail,

restraint of style and severe exactness.

Dr. Middleton was a familiar figure to several generations of Villanova

boys, to whom he had endeared himself because of his kindly sympathy and

genial ways. He seemed so much a part of Villanova that many will find it

difficult to visualize the college without his presence. The picturesqueness of

his personality in the eyes of the students was traceable largely to his stiff

military bearing, the ever red bandana handkerchief, his alert vision coupled

with his insatiable curiosity and interest in all campus activities. Requiescat

in pace.


